98	A MODERN COMEDY
we drop this foreign business in future, lock, stock and
barrel." The manager's eyes hard and bright, met his,
then turned towards the chairman.
" That appears to savour of the panicky," he said ; " the
foreign business is responsible for a good third of our profit
this year."
The chairman seemed to garner the expressions of his
fellow-directors, before he said :
" There is nothing in the foreign situation at the moment,
Mr. Forsyte, which gives particular cause for alarm. I
admit that we should watch it closely	"
" You can't," interjected Soamcs. " Here we arc four
years from the Armistice, and we know no more where we
stand than we did then. If I'd realised our commitment
to this policy, I should never have come on the Board. We
must drop it."
" Rather an extreme view. And hardly a matter we can
decide in a moment."
The murmur of assent, the expression, faintly ironical,
of 6 that chap's 5 lips, jolted the tenacity in Soamcs.
" Very well! Unless you're prepared to tell the share-
holders in the report that we are dropping foreign business,
you drop me. I must be free to raise the question myself
at the general meeting." He did not miss the shift and
blink in the manager's eyes. That shot had gone home !
The Chairman said :
" You put a pistol to our heads."
" I am responsible to the shareholders," said Soames,
" and I shall do my duty by them."
" So we all are, Mr, Forsyte ; and I hope we shall all do
our duty."
"Why not confine the foreign business to the small
countries—their currency is safe enough ? "
'' Old Mont,' and his precious ' ring !'

